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Suspension is renowable if the suspension
is critical to the continuation of negotiations
and attacks against civilians have ceased.

On balance, | support H.R. 5732 because it
will help alleviate the suffering of the Syrian
people.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting for
H.R. 5732.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5732, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
IRAN SANCTIONS EXTENSION ACT

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6297) to reauthorize the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6297

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Iran Sanc-

tions Extension Act”.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF IRAN SANCTIONS
ACT OF 1996.

Section 13(b) of the Iran Sanctions Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note)
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2026°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any
extraneous material in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6297. This is to extend the Iran Sanc-
tions Act.

I want to thank Ranking Member
ENGEL for his assistance in bringing
this legislation to the floor.

Time is of the essence, as this crit-
ical law expires on December 31. Unless
Congress acts, as we are doing today,
we will not have this on the books. The
other body should quickly take up this
bill and send it to the President’s desk,
keeping a critical tool in place for the
future.

Mr. Speaker, 20 years ago, a bipar-
tisan majority in Congress passed the
Iran Sanctions Act. It was then known
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as the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act. The
goal was to stop significant foreign in-
vestment in Iran’s energy sector, deny-
ing the Iranian regime the ability to fi-
nancially support international ter-
rorism, nuclear proliferation, and,
frankly, missile proliferation as well.
Since then, this legislation has been re-
authorized and expanded on several oc-
casions.

After years of bipartisan work in the
Congress, the Iran Sanctions Act has
served here as the statutory foundation
of the Iran sanctions regime. Of course,
President Obama developed his nuclear
deal with Iran; and in doing so, that
dismantles part of that regime.

I would just point out that, just last
week, we heard that a major European
energy firm is close to investing $6 bil-
lion in Iran to develop natural gas,
which will, in turn, frankly, enrich the
regime.
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The difficulty is in terms of enforce-
ment. What if—and I would assert
“when”’—Iran is found moving towards
a bomb? How will we respond to that?

The Obama administration has long
said that sanctions on Iran would snap
back if this were to happen. For that to
happen, we need this legislation be-
cause, if the law expires, as the Iran
Sanctions Act is set to do at the end of
next month, there is nothing to snap
back to. The Obama administration
has struggled to answer that question.

Here is the bottom line: if we let the
clock run out on the Iran Sanctions
Act, Congress will take away an impor-
tant tool to keep Tehran in check, and
that, in turn, will only further jeop-
ardize America’s national security. I
urge all Members to support this.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2016.
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing with
respect to H.R. 6297, the ‘‘Iran Sanctions Ex-
tension Act.” As a result of your having con-
sulted with us on provisions in H.R. 6297 that
fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on Ways and Means, 1 agree to
waive consideration of this bill so that it
may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action with the mutual understanding
that by forgoing consideration of H.R. 6297 at
this time, we do not waive any jurisdiction
over the subject matter contained in this or
similar legislation, and the Committee will
be appropriately consulted and involved as
the bill or similar legislation moves forward
so that we may address any remaining issues
that fall within our jurisdiction. The Com-
mittee also reserves the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation, and re-
quests your support for such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your including
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
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matter in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration thereof.
Sincerely,
KEVIN BRADY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2016.
Hon. KEVIN BRADY,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Foreign Affairs Committee
and agreeing to be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 6297, the Iran Sanc-
tions Extension Act, so that the bill may
proceed expeditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this resolution or similar legisla-
tion in the future. I would support your ef-
fort to seek appointment of an appropriate
number of conferees from your committee to
any House-Senate conference on this legisla-
tion.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6297
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the resolution. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work to-
gether as this measure moves through the
legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2016.
Hon. JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Foreign Affairs Committee
and agreeing to be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 6297, the Iran Sanc-
tions Extension Act, so that the bill may
proceed expeditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this resolution or similar legisla-
tion in the future. I would support your ef-
fort to seek appointment of an appropriate
number of conferees from your committee to
any House-Senate conference on this legisla-
tion.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6297
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the resolution. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work to-
gether as this measure moves through the
legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2016.
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 6297, the Iran Sanctions
Extension Act. I agree that your letter in no
way diminishes or alters the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform with response to the appoint-
ment of conferees or to any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill or any similar legislation.
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I am happy to forego a sequential referral
of the bill in the interest of expediting this
legislation for floor consideration. I appre-
ciate you placing a copy of our letter ex-
change on H.R. 6297 in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration, to memo-
rialize our understanding.

Thank you for your assistance with this
matter.

Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2016.
Hon. ED ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 6297, the Iran Sanctions Exten-
sion Act.

As a result of your having consulted with
the Committee on Financial Services con-
cerning provisions in the bill that fall within
our Rule X jurisdiction, I agree to forgo ac-
tion on the bill so that it may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House Floor. The Committee
on Financial Services takes this action with
our mutual understanding that, by foregoing
consideration of H.R. 6297 at this time, we do
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this or
similar legislation moves forward so that we
may address any remaining issues that fall
within our Rule X jurisdiction. Our Com-
mittee also reserves the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation, and re-
quests your support for any such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
with respect to H.R. 6297 and would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be placed in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration thereof.

Sincerely,
JEB HENSARLING,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2016.
Hon. JEB HENSARLING,
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN HENSARLING: Thank you
for consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 6297, the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act, so that the bill
may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this resolution or similar legisla-
tion in the future. I would support your ef-
fort to seek appointment of an appropriate
number of conferees from your committee to
any House-Senate conference on this legisla-
tion.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6297
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the resolution. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work to-
gether as this measure moves through the
legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2016.

Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I write with re-
spect to H.R. 6297, the ‘“‘Iran Sanctions Ex-
tension Act,” which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and in addition to
the Committee on the Judiciary among oth-
ers. As a result of your having consulted
with us on provisions within H.R. 6297 that
fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on the Judiciary, I agree to dis-
charge our committee from further consider-
ation of this bill so that it may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House floor for consider-
ation.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 6297 at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion and that our committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this bill
or similar legislation moves forward so that
we may address any remaining issues in our
jurisdiction. Our committee also reserves
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this or similar
legislation and asks that you support any
such request.

I would appreciate a response to this letter
confirming this understanding with respect
to H.R. 6297 and would ask that a copy of our
exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of H.R. 6297.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2016.

Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: Thank you for
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 6297, the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act, so that the bill
may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this resolution or similar legisla-
tion in the future. I would support your ef-
fort to seek appointment of an appropriate
number of conferees from your committee to
any House-Senate conference on this legisla-
tion.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6297
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the resolution. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work to-
gether as this measure moves through the
legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this measure.

Let me again thank our chairman,
ED ROYCE, for his leadership on the
Foreign Affairs Committee. I also want
to thank the leadership on both sides
of the aisle for working together to get
this bipartisan bill to the floor. Our
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foreign affairs legislation and particu-
larly sanctions—we have said this be-
fore, but I want to say it again—always
work best when there is bipartisan sup-
port.

Since the Iran nuclear deal was
struck more than a year ago, I have
consistently said two things: one, I
didn’t agree with the deal, but that,
once it was in effect, we should try to
make it work rather than try to under-
mine it; two, we should keep looking
for ways to hold Iran’s feet to the fire
on all of the other bad behavior
issues—support for terrorism, ballistic
missiles, human rights abuses, and all
of those kinds of things.

This legislation—I am happy to say—
fits the bill. We can provide the admin-
istration tools to crack down on Iran
and still be fully compliant with our
obligations under the nuclear deal.
After all, the exact language in this
bill is already law on the books. The
Iran Sanctions Extension Act is a sim-
ple, clean extension of current law. The
legislation, which has been reauthor-
ized with large bipartisan support since
1996, demands that Iran abandon its nu-
clear weapons program, cease its bal-
listic program, and stop its support for
terrorism. All of these remain threats
to the United States and to our allies.

The current law is set to expire on
December 31 of this year. We don’t
want to let the Iran Sanctions Act
lapse. We don’t want Iran’s leaders to
think we have lost focus on their other
dangerous activities around the
world—that we don’t mind when they
launch ballistic missiles that are em-
blazoned with the words, in Hebrew,
“Israel must be wiped out.” They must
not think that we will look the other
way when they smuggle weapons to the
Houthis in Yemen, who, last month,
fired two cruise missiles at a TU.S.
naval destroyer.

This is a critical moment in the re-
gion. There is no end in sight for
Hezbollah’s support for the Assad re-
gime. Iran is sowing instability
throughout Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon, and
the Gulf; and, more and more, our
friends and allies are unsure about the
future of America’s resolve. We need to
send a clear message that American
leadership is a sure thing. We all went
to school when we were kids, and we
learned about the separation of powers.
The legislative branch—this Congress—
has an important say and an important
role to play, and we will continue to do
that.

This legislation will provide for an
immediate snapback of sanctions
should Iran cheat on the nuclear deal.
These sanctions must be in place to
demonstrate to Iran that there are con-
sequences for noncompliance. In 10
years, when this legislation expires, we
will have another discussion. I sin-
cerely hope that, by then, Iran will
have acceded to every demand of the
international community’s to stop its
ballistic missile program and will have
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put an end to its destabilizing activi-
ties around the region. In the mean-
time, hopes won’t safeguard our inter-
ests. That is why I support this legisla-
tion. That is why we wrote this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to do the
same in supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), Wwho
chairs the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on the Middle East and
North Africa.

Before yielding to the gentlewoman,
I do want to express this body’s special
appreciation for the work of my prede-
cessor’s, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN—our chair-
man emeritus—because Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN’s foresight and legislative
work in prior Congresses, as the author
of those measures, is what put into
place the statutory sanctions regime
upon which we continue to rely; so I
thank her for that underlying legisla-
tion.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. As always, 1
thank our esteemed chairman for those
wonderful and kind words, and I thank
our terrific friend, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL), the ranking
member. I thank Chairman ROYCE and
Ranking Member ENGEL for continuing
to be great examples of the bipartisan
cooperation of which we need so much
in this Congress, and I thank the gen-
tlemen for their leadership in bringing
this important bill to the floor this
afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, this has been a priority
for the United States Congress but es-
pecially to members of our Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and it has been an
issue on which I have worked exten-
sively—and I thank the chairman for
his words—alongside so many of my
colleagues for over two decades.

In 2006, as the chairman pointed out,
I authored a bill that expanded sanc-
tions on Iran and that extended the
Iran Sanctions Act through 2011. In
2010, I worked with then-Foreign Af-
fairs Chairman Howard Berman on yet
another comprehensive Iran sanctions
bill, which also extended the Iran Sanc-
tions Act through the end of this year.
Today, I am so pleased and honored to
support Chairman ROYCE’s effort, guid-
ed by Mr. ENGEL’s as well, to extend
the Iran Sanctions Act for another 10
years, which will keep the foundation
of sanctions against Iran in place for
when Iran violates the nuclear deal.

I believe that those violations have
already taken place. Earlier this year,
we already saw the administration buy
heavy water from Iran.

Why?

Because Iran was producing more
heavy water than it was allowed to
under the terms of the agreement. Just
a few days ago, it was announced that
Iran was, once again, over the allow-
able total of heavy water. We have also
found out that there have been secret
exemptions for Iran and that, without
these exemptions, Iran would not have
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been in compliance with the JCPOA,
which is the initials of the nuclear
deal, before the deal went to Imple-
mentation Day.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, it is abso-
lutely vital that we pass Mr. ROYCE and
Mr. ENGEL’s bill—that we extend these
sanctions and that we keep the founda-
tion of our sanctions against Iran in
place. We need to keep the regime ac-
countable for its violations of its nu-
clear deal and for its continued illicit
activity.

There is absolutely no justification
at all for allowing these sanctions to
lapse. In fact, everything we have wit-
nessed from the regime this year is a
clear indication that we need to be
looking at ensuring that all sanctions
against Iran are fully and vigorously
enforced and even expanded.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important measure.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DEUTCH), the ranking member of
the Middle East and North Africa Sub-
committee of our Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ranking Member ENGEL.

I thank Ranking Member ENGEL and
Chairman ROYCE for moving forward
with this critical piece of legislation to
reauthorize the Iran Sanctions Act,
which I am proud to introduce with the
gentlemen.

By extending the Iran Sanctions Act
for another 10 years, we will cement
the law that has, for 20 years, been the
backbone of our Iran policy. Congress
worked for many years in a bipartisan
manner to craft economic sanctions
that have brought maximum pressure
on the Iran regime. In fact, it has al-
ways been Congress that has been at
the forefront of sanctions policy. The
nuclear deal is in place, and these sanc-
tions provide the teeth when violations
occur.

Preserving our sanctions law should
not be viewed by anyone as under-
mining the nuclear deal. It is, in fact,
exactly the opposite. When the Iran nu-
clear agreement was negotiated, the
entire success of the deal was predi-
cated on the notion that, should Iran
violate the deal, sanctions would im-
mediately be snapped back into place.
The very real threat of vigorous en-
forcement of U.S. sanctions is what
holds Iran to its international obliga-
tions.

Now, I was not a supporter of the nu-
clear deal, but that does not change
the fact that the United States is a
party to a multilateral agreement that
we have an obligation to enforce vigor-
ously. Strong sanctions from the Euro-
pean Union and the United Nations
have come because of American leader-
ship. We must continue to exercise
that leadership. By living up to our ob-
ligations under the deal and by con-
tinuing to vigorously enforce the deal,
including the willingness to snap back
sanctions, we will be able to advance
our interests.
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The Iran Sanctions Act expires in a
matter of weeks. The time for action is
now. I urge my colleagues to move
swiftly to pass this bill and for the
Senate to do the same.

Even as we enforce the nuclear deal,
Mr. Speaker, the United States must
continue to lead the international com-
munity in confronting Iran’s continued
sponsorship of terrorism and its dan-
gerous ballistic missile activity. We
must ensure that Iran pays an eco-
nomic price for endangering the world
through its terror proxies, and we must
galvanize the international community
to bring home American and other for-
eign citizens whom Iran continues to
detain, including my constituent, Bob
Levinson. Iran has not lived up to its
obligations to return Bob to his family.

As we approach Thanksgiving, I
plead with my colleagues in the House
and I plead with my fellow citizens
from around the country to stand with
the Levinson family so that this is the
last Thanksgiving they celebrate with-
out their husband, their father, and
their grandfather sitting beside them
at the Thanksgiving table. We need to
bring Bob Levinson home.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. LANCE), a member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the bipartisan Iran
Sanctions Extension Act. Now is not
the time to ease up on the world’s lead-
ing sponsor of terrorism. The Iran
Sanctions Extension Act is an impor-
tant piece of legislation that needs to
be extended so that we can continue
our fine work in this area.

I thank Chairman ROYCE for offering
this legislation that will extend Ira-
nian sanctions for an additional 10
years. As has been stated, these sanc-
tions will expire at the end of this year
if Congress fails to act. It is imperative
that we extend the current sanctions
regime. This has been in place for quite
some time, and this in no way affects
the underlying agreement even though
I am vigorously opposed to the under-
lying agreement.

Let’s send a message today that, de-
spite what this administration may
think regarding the continuation of
the agreement, the Congress is united
in tough sanctions. We will hold
Tehran accountable for its human
rights violations, its support of inter-
national terrorism, and its testing of
illegal ballistic missiles.

Sanctions work. Time and time
again, U.S. sanctions have been a pow-
erful force on the world stage and have
given the U.S. leverage against some of
the world’s worst State actors. Let’s
not reward provocations that may have
occurred already or provocations that
may occur in the future. I urge all of
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ and keep
these sanctions in place.

I commend the chairman, the rank-
ing member, and the full committee;
and if this legislation passes, I am
hopeful that the President will sign it
into law.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the Democratic
whip.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, Mr. ENGEL, and I thank the
chairman, Mr. ROYCE, for bringing this
bipartisan bill to the floor. I thank
them for their efforts on behalf of our
country, on behalf of the security of
our country, and on behalf of ensuring
that tough sanctions stay in place.
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Tough sanctions are what brought
Iran to the negotiating table, Mr.
Speaker, in the first place; and the
prospect of a snapback of sanctions is
what I hope will keep Iran compliant.

Make no mistake: Iran continues to
be a bad actor, sponsoring terrorism,
contributing to instability in Syria and
Iraq, threatening Israel, and sup-
pressing democracy within its own bor-
ders.

We must continue to ensure that Iran
abides by the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action. We had differences on
its merits, but we had no differences
that Iran must comply.

No malfeasance ought to be toler-
ated. Iran’s theocratic leaders continue
to threaten Israel and Americans in
the region. They continue as well to
pursue ballistic missile technology
that destabilizes the region, and its re-
gime has held Americans captive for
years as bargaining chips in negotia-
tions over its compliance with basic
international law and norms.

This legislation will ensure that
President Obama and his successor will
have the full force of sanctions avail-
able should Iran violate the nuclear
agreement in any way. It is critical
that our approach to Iran remain bi-
partisan. Mr. ROYCE and I have had
that discussion; Mr. ENGEL and I have
had that discussion. I say again that it
is critical that our policy remain bipar-
tisan. Doing so sends a strong signal to
our allies—and even more importantly
to our adversaries—that we are united
in our efforts to stop Iran from ever ob-
taining a nuclear weapon.

Now that this legislation is com-
pleted, we need to turn to the critical
task of ballistic missile sanctions. And
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to re-
spond appropriately to Iran pursuing
ballistic missile capabilities in viola-
tion of U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions.

Again, I reiterate the fact that we
work together, Republicans and Demo-
crats, where we have many differences;
but on this, we should not have dif-
ferences because the security of our
Nation, the security of the nations of
the Middle East, and indeed the global
security depends upon it.

I thank both Mr. ROYCE and Mr.
ENGEL, and I thank my colleagues for
working so hard toward this legisla-
tion.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
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Jersey (Mr. SMITH). He is chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Africa, Global Health, Global Human
Rights, and International Organiza-
tions.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the distinguished
chair for his sponsorship of the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act, H.R. 6297.
This is a must-pass measure that would
extend for 10 years the Iran Sanctions
Act, a critical set of sanctions tar-
geting Iran’s energy sector that would
otherwise expire on December 31st.

As we all know, the administration
lifted the vast majority of the act’s
sanctions following the purported im-
plementation of the egregiously flawed
Iran nuclear deal in January, but these
restrictions on investment in Iran’s nu-
clear sector would form the backbone
of the so-called snapback sanctions
that the U.S. could impose in response
to Iranian violations of the agreement.

Mr. Speaker, let’s not kid ourselves,
the Iran nuclear agreement is a mess.
There is no anytime/anywhere inspec-
tions protocol. Today Iran is massively
expanding both the number and the ca-
pability of its ballistic missile arsenal.
Iran remains the leading state sponsor
of terrorism. Now flush with billions of
new funding, they are on a weapons
procurement frenzy and are acquiring
weapons of many kinds, including SAM
missiles.

There is cheating on a number of
fronts. Under the Iranian deal, it is a
matter of when, not if, but when will
Iran become a nuclear state.

This is a minimal policy that will at
least snap back and say: when you vio-
late the terms and conditions of the
agreement—which I find flawed and
many others do as well—that, at least,
there is a snapback, and those sanc-
tions will be kicked into place. If they
don’t exist, it is not going to happen.

So for 20 years, we all know sanc-
tions have played a critical role in
mitigating Iran’s destabilizing weapons
program and state sponsorship of ter-
rorism. By imposing sanctions on enti-
ties anywhere in the world that in-
vested in Iran’s nuclear sector, the Iran
Sanctions Act for years targeted a key
source of revenue that the Iranian Gov-
ernment used to finance its activities.

So again, I think this is an important
bill, and I hope that the Senate will
take it up quickly after House passage.

Again, I thank Chairman ROYCE and
ELIOT ENGEL for their leadership. This
is a bipartisan piece of legislation. It is
the barest minimum that we can do in
the face of such a flawed agreement.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I now yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY), a very valued
member of our Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. ENGEL) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) for their fine
work.

I rise today in support of H.R. 6297,
the Iran Sanctions Extension Act.
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When Congress considered the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action last
year, which I supported, we acknowl-
edged that this deal was not a panacea.
It was not designed to resolve the myr-
iad issues that undergird the U.S. and
our allies in their relationship with the
repressive regime in Tehran and its
reprehensible support for terrorist
insurgencies throughout the region.

No one agreement is comprehensive.
It wasn’t in the Soviet era, and it isn’t
in this era either.

The Iran deal is designed to elimi-
nate Iran’s path to developing a nu-
clear weapon and roll it back in ex-
change for the lifting of all U.S. nu-
clear-related sanctions.

Abandoning this deal or reinstating
the U.S. nuclear-related sanctions
against Iran would be a dangerous
course of action, introducing unneces-
sary risks into an already fraught rela-
tionship and into an already delicately
balanced multilateral agreement, espe-
cially because the deal is, in fact,
working. Iran has met the metrics set
forth, rather rigorous metrics, in the
reversal of its nuclear development
program.

However, the scope of the Iran Sanc-
tions Act extends far beyond nuclear-
related sanctions, as do our points of
contention with the Iranian regime.
Iran continues to engage in a variety of
unacceptable and destabilizing activi-
ties, including domestic human rights
abuses, supporting terrorist groups in
the region, and advancing an illicit
ballistic missile program that is of
concern, as Mr. HOYER just mentioned.

We absolutely can and must continue
implementation of the Iran deal while
simultaneously extending this act as
leverage to combat Iran’s other uncon-
scionable behavior.

I want to thank the majority for
bringing to the floor a clean reauthor-
ization of the Iran Sanctions Act,
which in doing so safeguards a long-
standing bipartisan consensus to
counter Iran, something I think we
need, especially after this election,
more than ever before.

Again, I commend the chairman and
the ranking member for their leader-
ship.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE), another very
valued member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 6297, the bipartisan
Iran Sanctions Extension Act.

H.R. 6297 will extend the Iran Sanc-
tions Act of 1996, as amended, for an
additional 10 years through December
31, 2026. If we fail to act, these sanc-
tions will expire at the end of this
year.

The Iran Sanctions Act was the first
major extraterritorial sanctions on
Iran which authorized U.S. penalties
against third country firms. It has
been an essential part of U.S. sanctions
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aimed at denying Iran the financial
means to support terrorist organiza-
tions and other armed factions or to
further its nuclear and weapons of
mass destruction programs.

We must confront Iran’s dangerous
behavior around the world and actions
against its own people by extending the
Iran Sanctions Act. Iran’s ballistic
missile program and support for ter-
rorism threatens our regional allies,
including Israel.

Also, Iran’s blatant disregard for
human rights and the human rights of
its own people and other nationals, in-
cluding Americans, is horrific and vio-
lates well-established international
standards of human rights.

I want to emphasize that the Iran
Sanctions Act does not violate the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
which remains an important instru-
ment to prevent Iran from acquiring a
nuclear weapons capability. Rather,
this bill maintains the strong sanc-
tions architecture to inhibit Iran from
engaging in dangerous activities that
are an anathema to international
norms.

We all recognize the significant chal-
lenges that remain in our approach to
the Iranian regime. We must continue
to condemn and work to end Iran’s sup-
port for terrorists throughout the re-
gion, including Hamas and Hezbollah.

This bill enables us to take these
steps to accomplish our national secu-
rity objectives. It is imperative that we
impose sanctions for Iran’s violations
regarding support for terrorism, its
ballistic missiles program, and human
rights.

I urge my colleagues to pass the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act to maintain
the current sanctions architecture and
to send a strong bipartisan message
that we will continue to hold Iran ac-
countable for any terrorist activity.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I will re-
serve the right to close, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

In closing, let me say, with the up-
coming transition, we are wading into
some uncertain waters when it comes
to foreign policy. Congress must do its
part to ensure stability and consist-
ency on core, foreign policy issues.
There is no better example of that sta-
bility than this legislation, which has
been on the books for two decades.

I thank Chairman ROYCE for bringing
it up. I am proud to be the leading co-
sponsor with him on the bill. I think
this again shows the bipartisan nature
of our committee and on foreign policy
and how foreign policy ought to be
done.

This bill will help ease the way for-
ward with our own transition. It will
remind Iran’s leaders that we still have
a lot of contentious issues to deal with;
and it will signal to the world that
even after a hard-fought election here
at home and power changing hands,
American leadership on the global
stage won’t falter.
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Again, I thank my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle for moving this legis-
lation so quickly. I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote
and quick action in the Senate. I hope
President Obama will sign this bill and
extend this important law.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I want to
recognize Mr. ENGEL for his help in
bringing this bill to the floor during
the 114th Congress. The ranking mem-
ber and I have been to this floor debat-
ing Iran many, many times. For most
all of it, we agreed. For some of it, we
didn’t. But we never doubted each oth-
er’s sincere views or motives and al-
ways conducted the debate in the tradi-
tion that is befitting of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and this House.

Mr. Speaker, since it was first passed
20 years ago, the Iran Sanctions Act
has been at the center of the U.S. re-
sponse to the threat posed by the Ira-
nian regime. Despite the Obama ad-
ministration’s dangerous nuclear deal,
this law remains critical to U.S. efforts
to counter the full range of Iran’s mali-
cious activity.

This law will expire at the end of the
year if Congress does not pass an ex-
tension, denying future administra-
tions a critical tool. Its expiration
would compound the damage done by
the President’s dangerous nuclear deal
and send a message that the United
States will no longer oppose the de-
structive role of Iran in the Middle
East; and that is why we are acting
today to provide clear statutory au-
thority to reimpose or snap back many
of the most powerful sanctions on
Iran’s energy industry if the regime
rushes toward a nuclear weapon.

I look forward to putting this bill on
the President’s desk for his signature
before the end of the 114th Congress
and then returning next year to work
with Mr. ENGEL, to work with a new
administration, to work with all the
members of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs as the United States and our al-
lies confront the growing aggression of
the Iranian regime.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of extending the option of sanctions
against Iran by passage of H.R. 6297, the Iran
Sanctions Extensions Extension Act, which re-
authorizes the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 for
10 years.

As a Senior Member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, and Ranking Member of the
Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations, | am very much aware of what is
at stake in the work done by President Obama
to ensure that Iran does not have the breakout
capacity to build a nuclear weapon.

Events over this Congress make it clear that
Congress should be even more vigilant in pro-
viding for the protection of the United States.

Congress should be mindful of the:

United States’ leadership in the effort to
forge an enforceable and verifiable nuclear
agreement with Iran; and

Deadliness of chemical weapons when they
were used during the Syrian conflict against
unarmed men, women, and children.

November 15, 2016

H.R. 6297 allows Congress the option to im-
pose sanctions, but does renew the imposition
of sanctions.

As Congress continues to review the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
which resulted in the significant reduction in
Iran’s capabilities to develop a nuclear weap-
on, we must continue the peaceful and
verifiable efforts to cut off Iran’s pathways to
a nuclear weapon.

President Obama and current and former
Secretary of State John Kerry and Hillary Clin-
ton were successful in the pursuit of global
sanctions and gained the cooperation of the
world, including Russian and China, which
was critical in bringing the Iranians to the ne-
gotiation table on their nuclear arms program.

We should retain in our arsenal the option
to impose sanctions so that if necessary the
United States can act quickly to coordinate a
global response to any threat posed by Iran’s
verified breach of the JCPOA.

Declaring sanctions for the sake of declaring
sanctions against Iran should never be the ob-
jective, nor should we forget that the effective-
ness of sanctions are their global nature.

Under President Obama’s brilliant leader-
ship the United States had the stature around
the globe to impose sanctions, and the diplo-
matic ties to gain global cooperation to expand
participation in Iranian sanctions because we
could make the case that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram posed an international threat to peace
and stability.

The United States is the world’s foremost
authority on radiological weapons grade mate-
rial detection and source identification.

The Department of Homeland Security is
leading the effort through its Domestic Nuclear
Detection Office (DNDO) to create a Global
Nuclear Detection Architecture, which should
be aggressively supported with sufficient fund-
ing by Congress.

Recognizing the threat posed by nuclear
and other radioactive materials, DNDO was
created by National Security Presidential Di-
rective (NSPD)-43 and Homeland Security
Presidential Directive (HSPD)-14 and subse-
quently codified by Title V of the Security and
Accountability For Every (SAFE) Port Act
(Pub. L. No. 109-347), which amended the
Homeland Security Act of 2002.

A key area that the United States has fo-
cused its capabilities and resources is block-
ing the enrichment of radioactive materials for
weapons use; and the detection of radioactive
materials that would pose a threat to public
safety and health.

There are several material facts that must
be understood about weapons grade radio-
active material—each nation’s process for re-
fining nuclear material for use in a weapon is
unique.

Radioactive material has a unique spectrum
range and composition that is akin to signa-
tures that cannot be confused with other
sources of radioactive material both natural
and manmade.

The first essential fact is that having sam-
ples and data from Iranian facilities where ma-
terials in Iran were produced established the
radiological signatures for materials that could
have only come from those facilities or from
processes that follow the methods used by the
Iranian nuclear physicists who developed their
program.

The United States has those samples and
the data needed to identify material from Ira-
nian efforts to purify radiological materials.
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The second essential fact is that radiological
material leaves evidence of its presence long
after it may have been removed from an area.

The physical evidence of centrifuges; stor-
age facilities or weapons themselves are not
the only evidence that may convict Iran of vio-
lation of the agreement; it can also be the
unique Iranian radiation trail left behind during
any attempt to refine or purify radiological ma-
terial for use in a weapon or the transfer of
even small quantities of material that is gen-
erated or sourced by the Iranians.

The third essential fact is that if the Iranians
need special centrifuges to refine radiological
material to a point that it may be used for a
weapon.

H.R. 6297, assures that any attempt by the
Iranians to cheat by refining more radiological
material than is allowed will be detected and
Congress would be prepared to impose a
sanctions regime.

Another significant signal of Iranian violation
would be the unique signature of the sound
made by centrifuges that are used to purify ra-
diological material make noise.

The sound of these massive centrifuges will
be detectable many miles away from where
they are operated—and the United States has
the resources in place in cooperation with al-
lies around the world to detect if enrichment
activity is occurring.

Operating more centrifuges than is allowed
by the agreement would be a actionable sign
that Iran is seeking to purify more radioactive
material than is allowed by the agreement.

This is important to the timeline in calcu-
lating the time to breakout—having enough
enriched material to use in a weapon.

The final essential fact is that the United
States has satellite surveillance and ground
surveillance capability to detect in great detalil
activity on the ground.

The United States used these resources to
identify nuclear arms activity that informed the
administration of the severity of the issue and
used that evidence to galvanize international
support for one of the most successful embar-
goes in human history.

For these reasons, | will join my colleagues
in supporting passage of this bipartisan effort
to extend by 10 years the period that sanc-
tions may be applied to Iran.

| urge you to join me in support of this bill
and the excellent work of the Obama Adminis-
tration in making the world much safer from
nuclear threats.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in full sup-
port of H.R. 6297—the Iran Sanctions Exten-
sion Act. This critically-needed legislation will
extend for 10 years U.S. sanctions against
Iran’s energy sector, which will expire at the
end of this year if Congress doesn’t act.

These crippling sanctions, in addition to
other measures passed by Congress during
the last two decades, were the driving force
that brought Iran to the negotiating table and
ultimately curtailed their nuclear program
under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
reached last year between our P5+1 partners
and Iran.

While there has been much debate over the
JCPOA, there should be no question in any
one’s mind that it must now be rigorously en-
forced so that Iran is held accountable for its
actions. The measure before us today is fun-
damental to this effort.

In order to ‘snap-back’ the sanctions tempo-
rarily waived by the Administration under the
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deal, we must keep in place our sanctions in-
frastructure. Otherwise it would be much hard-
er to quickly re-impose harsh economic pen-
alties on Iran if they cheat or renege on their
commitments.

Enforcing the Iran deal, stopping Iran’s de-
stabilizing activities in the region, including
ballistic missile testing and funding of terrorist
groups, and securing the unconditional release
of Americans imprisoned by the lIranian re-
gime, must remain our top priorities going for-
ward. That is why | am grateful to Congress-
man ROYCE and Congressman ENGEL for
working together on a bipartisan basis on to-
day’s measure and for their leadership on
these issues.

For all of us, this is now a critical and chal-
lenging moment. We must come together as
lawmakers, put aside partisan differences, and
abide by our long-standing bipartisan ap-
proach to foreign policy. Our national security
and security of our allies in the region depend
on it.

Thank you and | urge immediate passage of
the Iran Sanctions Extension Act.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my continued support for the critical nuclear
agreement (the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action or JCPOA) forged to keep Iran from ob-
taining a nuclear weapon. | believe that agree-
ment remains the best option to prevent Iran
from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

Keeping Iran from obtaining a nuclear weap-
on is a bipartisan priority, which is why the
U.S. must uphold the commitments we made
under that deal. According to the evidence be-
fore me, Iran has largely fulfilled its obligations
including limiting its stockpile of uranium, dras-
tically reducing its operating centrifuges, and
removed the core of its Arak reactor.

While not perfect, this is one of the most
stringent non-proliferation agreements ever
negotiated and includes tough verification re-
quirements. The JCPOA has led to real on the
ground progress in restricting Iran’s nuclear
program, something that our nation never
achieved even under the most biting sanc-
tions.

Despite any limitations, the agreement is
working as intended in the face of many skep-
tics and naysayers. And we all have a shared
interest in helping to continue to foster the fer-
tile ground necessary to support its continued
implementation and compliance by both par-
ties.

So | will support a “clean” reauthorization of
the Iran Sanctions Act authorities even though
the President has made clear he has authority
under other federal laws (that do not expire) to
snap back some sanctions even in the ab-
sence of this law. Critically, this bill does not
put new obstacles in the way of the U.S. up-
holding its commitments but intends to essen-
tially reassert the existing status quo. This is
unlike other legislation we will consider this
week that more directly impact our commit-
ments under the JCPOA.

The stakes at play here are very high for
our nation and our regional allies including
Israel. So rather than wasting time trying to
undermine it, we all must continue to work to
ensure the long term success of this deal and
the goal we all share of keeping Iran from ob-
taining nuclear weapons.

We used sanctions to bring Iran to the table,
worked with our international partners to se-
cure a strong deal, and now more than ever
need to make sure we uphold our end of the
bargain.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCcE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6297.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the 15-
minute vote on suspending the rules
and passing H.R. 6297 will be followed
by a b-minute vote on suspending the
rules and adopting H. Res. 780.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 1,
not voting 14, as follows:

[Roll No. 577]

YEAS—419
Abraham Cole Garamendi
Adams Collins (GA) Garrett
Aderholt Collins (NY) Gibbs
Aguilar Comer Gibson
Allen Conaway Gohmert
Amash Connolly Goodlatte
Amodei Conyers Gosar
Ashford Cook Gowdy
Babin Cooper Graham
Barletta Costa Graves (GA)
Barr Costello (PA) Graves (LA)
Barton Courtney Graves (MO)
Bass Cramer Grayson
Beatty Crawford Green, Al
Becerra Crenshaw Green, Gene
Benishek Crowley Griffith
Bera Cuellar Grijalva
Beyer Culberson Grothman
Bilirakis Cummings Guinta
Bishop (GA) Curbelo (FL) Guthrie
Bishop (MI) Davidson Hahn
Bishop (UT) Davis (CA) Hanabusa
Black Davis, Danny Hanna
Blackburn Davis, Rodney Hardy
Blum DeFazio Harper
Blumenauer DeGette Harris
Bonamici Delaney Hartzler
Bost DeLauro Hastings
Boustany DelBene Heck (NV)
Boyle, Brendan Denham Heck (WA)

F. Dent Hensarling
Brady (PA) DeSaulnier Herrera Beutler
Brady (TX) DesJarlais Hice, Jody B.
Brat Deutch Higgins
Bridenstine Diaz-Balart Hill
Brooks (AL) Dingell Himes
Brooks (IN) Doggett Holding
Brown (FL) Dold Honda
Brownley (CA) Donovan Hoyer
Buchanan Doyle, Michael Hudson
Buck F. Huelskamp
Bucshon Duckworth Huffman
Burgess Duffy Huizenga (MI)
Bustos Duncan (SC) Hultgren
Butterfield Duncan (TN) Hunter
Byrne Edwards Hurd (TX)
Calvert Ellison Hurt (VA)
Capps Ellmers (NC) Israel
Capuano Emmer (MN) Issa
Cardenas Engel Jackson Lee
Carney Eshoo Jeffries
Carson (IN) Esty Jenkins (KS)
Carter (GA) Evans Jenkins (WV)
Carter (TX) Farenthold Johnson (GA)
Cartwright Farr Johnson (OH)
Castor (FL) Fincher Johnson, E. B.
Castro (TX) Fleischmann Johnson, Sam
Chabot Fleming Jolly
Chaffetz Flores Jones
Chu, Judy Forbes Jordan
Cicilline Fortenberry Joyce
Clark (MA) Foster Kaptur
Clarke (NY) Foxx Katko
Clawson (FL) Frankel (FL) Keating
Clay Franks (AZ) Kelly (IL)
Cleaver Frelinghuysen Kelly (MS)
Clyburn Fudge Kelly (PA)
Coffman Gabbard Kennedy
Cohen Gallego Kildee
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0 1707 Buck Davis, Rodney Gowdy MacArthur Royce Young (IA)
Bucshon DeFazio Graham Maloney, Ruiz Young (IN)
Mr. SENSENBRENNER changed his JUrses peette Graves Egﬁ; Carolyn Ruppersberger  Zeldin
" 5 “ 5s ustos elaney raves Maloney, Sean Rush Zinke
vote from n?‘y to X yea:' X Butterfield DeLauro Graves (MO) v
So (two-thirds being in the affirma- Byrne DelBene Grayson NAYS—3
i Calvert Denh: G , Al
tive) the rules were suspended and the CZ Vesf DZEtam Gf::ﬁ Gene Amash Jones Massie
bill was passed Pp ) een,
. Capuano DeSaulnier Griffith NOT VOTING—15
The result of the vote was announced cardenas DesJarlais Grijalva
as above recorded. Carney Deutch Grothman Aderholt Hinojosa Poe (TX)
5 3 3 Carson (IN) Diaz-Balart Guinta DeSantis Lewis Ribble
hA mk?ltlon to reconsider was laid on Carter (GA) Dingell Guthrie Fitzpatrick McDermott Sanchez, Loretta
the table. Carter (TX) Doggett Hahn Granger Neugebauer Schrader
Stated for: Cartwright Dold Hanabusa Gutiérrez Nugent Westmoreland
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